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Activa is all smooth sailing

Mn

Wolfe

HERE is a growing trend
in Austrafia for dealers in
luxury motor yachts to find
a pood sea-keeping hull that is
already being built by an estab-
lished yard and design the fit-out
o suit Aussic conditions.
Ex-pat New Zealander Kevin
Sulzberper and his business partner
John Winter have dane fust that.
Kevin muoy be o Gold Coast real
estate agent, but he is a former engi-
neer and hax been aroand boats: for
30 wears, 50 be knows what iz good
In a boat and what's not.
The pair found the yard they had

BOATING

been scarching for in China at a
called Suzhow. :

Activa Marine has been
by naval architect Charles Chang in
Taiwan, and more recently in China,

for more than 30 years and has an
established reputation.

Activa filled the bill perfectly.

Activa sells its boats in the US
and Europe under the brand names
af Altima and Histar.

However, they don't have the
same specification level of the vachts
that find their way Down Under.

A lot of thought and boating

experience has gone inta the interior
fit-out of Activa 5300, as 1 was
to Bnd cut, whem Kevin showed
me around.

Thi firsl impression is how big
the interior of this boat & for o
53-footer.

I doubt whether there ks another
boatof this size that offcrs this level

of spaciousness.

Fresh off the ship. the new boat
hadn't been fully commissioned and
there were still a fow items to arrive
and fined on the Gold Coast, such
o some of the clectronics for the
lovwer helm station and the inset fea-
un'ulnlh:nllcjmbmﬂdmm

But these could be excused as
they were happening and  didn’y
detract from the overall top-cluss
finish of the fit-out. -

The main cabin, entered through
& lnrge stainless stecl-framed shiding
door from the cockpil, with large
pil:mwimhm.humpmwilh:
Iwng:.l.lﬂln:hm'imny
table that sity opposite a Iu.qt T'll'
screen and entertainment ceatre.

The cockpit is large with a curved
staircase, providing one of two ways
o get upstains 1o the fybridge. The
other is by an internal staircase.

That takes up some of the rown.

Then there's the galley up a

The cook will love the galley
with' its granite preparation and
serving tops and there s more
draw and copboand space, includ-
ing overheads, than in the average
Family kitchen.

The dinctte features 4 nicely fin-
ished tabke with an inlaid burl tm-
bﬂnﬂhﬂcuﬂadﬁﬂﬁw

edpes 1o stop things

lower helm station is com-
plu.. it docsn’t meed to be hig
because most of the driving will be
done from ep top — and when we get
up there you will sec why,

A unique innovation is the step
down mf the helm, its onc way
to give the driver room fo stand up
and sec out the windscreen withoul
having to' drive sitting down all
the time

The ope thing mizsing here is the
side-door nceess to the deck. on this
boat it would be nice io have.

It's standard on the 58-foot ver-
sion and an option on this one.

With the lower helm station well
forward. it's just down the steps to
the guest cabin in the bow and the
third cabin with a couple of Pull-
man bunks.

The layout also provides for a big
bathroom with a walk-is shower.

The fecling is made all the more
spacious with the marble floor and
mirrors set in the ceiling.

The master statcroom geis the
same treatment — this is super yacht
siulT and aot normally found on o
boat this size.

# Continued next page

A lot of thought and boating experience has gone into the fit-out



NO NONSENSE CRUISER
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along at a steady 12 knots for lang
distunce cruising. Top speed at
2600rpm i4 around 12 knols
in semi-displacement mode,
4 It will drop off the plane a1
"-: : 15 knots and mh:.km
ment mode, Take o behind,
entestaining on 4 day out with guests  cyen 29 20 knots the bull is not drag-
will be done. half the ocean behin it
P e e i SO (it fact, the wash is surprisingly
Lo iy e mmm small and very friendly for o boal
mmmuhiﬁnﬂp‘ the
wery clussy chairs at the helm = they g ‘ﬁ. ;
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Crewn chairs that cost s fortunc. ® Length: Overall 16.71m @ Fuek: 2450 litre (650U'S gal)
These are built ia China by Activa (54Ft 10in) ® Water: 225ltr (60US gal)
m about 5200 a piece and loock | ® Beam: 4.7m (150 Sin) # Price: Buse: $1.35m
goods. : i . Am
v e B, ® Draft |19 (38 1 1) As tested: 51 Am

The quality of the stataroom could be found on a super yacht



